Normally shaped heads with no sutures, normally shaped heads with abnormal sutures, and abnormally shaped heads with normal sutures.
We present a series of children whose head shapes and suture status do not make sense. There were 3 patients with complete absence of sutures and normal head shapes. One patient was evaluated for microcephaly at 6 years of age. In the second, the absence of sutures was discovered on workup for headaches at 8 years of age. The third underwent x-ray imaging for parasagittal bony nodules at 1 month of age. The head circumferences fell at the 4th, 25th, and 50th percentiles, respectively. The 2 older children were in normal classes, and the youngest was meeting milestones appropriately. We encountered 3 patients with fusion of the sagittal suture and normal head shapes. One had a flattened occiput, the second patient was thought to be brachycephalic, and the third was macrocephalic. Head circumferences were at the fourth, 50th, and 75th percentiles. The patient with head circumference at the fourth percentile had fetal alcohol syndrome and speech delay. The other 2 were developing normally with follow-up of 14 months. Finally, 3 patients underwent surgery for characteristic craniosynostotic head shapes and were found to have patent sutures at surgery. One patient had classic unilateral coronal synostosis and a patent suture on the side of the defect. The second patient had Crouzon syndrome with characteristic head shape, but open coronal sutures. The third patient had the appearance of bicoronal synostosis, with a patent suture on one side. They have had good results from their craniofacial reconstructions at 24, 12, and 6 months' follow-up. We have no explanation for these interesting findings.